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Forms of Folk Literature

1. Myths - tales that relate the action of gods, goddesses, and the
heroes who interact with them

For example: Greek mythology C

- collection of myths /g
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2. Legends - traditional stories based on real-life events...as retold,
fact often changes to fiction

For example: Robin Hood, King Arthur, Knights of the round table
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3. Tall tales - often focus on a central hero who performs
impossible feats

For example: Paul Bunyan, Pecos Bill, and Johnny Appleseed
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Forms of Folk Literature Continued

4. Folk Tales - may deal with real people or magical characters, and
they reflect the values & beliefs of the culture

For example: Little Mermaid, Chinese folk tales about respect,
and Cinderella
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5. Fables - brief stories or poems that often feature animal
characters who act and speak like humans, and they usually end

with a moral

For example: Aesop’s Fables




el <2

S
Q
-

f=

)
C
O

O
Q
Nl
-

)
(O
—
Q

5=

-

=
o

L

(.
o
%
=
-
o

L




Characteristics of Folk Literature
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Additional Academic Vocabulary

4. Allusion - an implied or indirect reference in literature to a
familiar person, place, or event

5. Analysis - using a close reading of texts to examine the
relationships/connections among ideas, details, and/or examples

6. Inference - a judgment based on reasoning rather than on a
direct or explicit statement. An understanding based on
“reading between the lines”.







